7 South Drive, Sonning

Method Statement


Hedge Protection for Development Works

Arboricultural Method Statement

A hedge protection zone is to be established fully before construction works are to commenced.

Hedge protection Zone
A temporary protective fence will be erected at the position indicated on the attached plan and it must be ensured that the protection zone adjacent to the hedge is maintained at all times.  

During construction works the following conditions must be adhered to with regard to the hedge protection zone (PZ).  Any temporary hedge protection fencing will not be removed until all construction works and all plant and temporary accommodation have been removed from the site.

· No vehicle shall be parked or driven within the PZ.

· No storage of any new building materials or equipment within the PZ.

· All static plant placed within 10m of a the hedge is to be fully bunded to ensure no fuel leakage is possible into the water table close to the PZ.

· No fires to be lit beneath or in close prozimity to a canopy of a tree or near the hedge (10m).

· Care should be exercised when using cranes or similar equipment near the spread of a tree or the hedge.

· It is essential that allowances are made for the slope of the ground so that damaging materials such as concrete washings, mortar or fuel oil cannot run towards the hedge.
· During any works close to the PZ fence should you encounter any roots.  Any root smaller than 35mm diameter should be pruned carefully with a propriety cutting tool such as a saw or secateurs and roots larger than this will require consultation with an aboriculturalist before severing as they could be essential to the hedges’ health.
1.0
Introduction

1.1 This Method Statement provides guidance on the physical protection and appropriate precautionary measures required in order to reduce any significant or detrimental impact on the health or amenity of retained hedge. 

1.2 The contents of the Method Statement are based upon documents submitted in respect of the site layout and attached hereto.
1.3 In order for hedge and root protection measures to work effectively, all personnel associated with the construction process must be familiar with this Method Statement and the principles of tree protection contained herein and the hedge protection plan.  A copy of this document plan will be retained on site at all times.

2.0 Development Description

2.1 The development comprises of demolition of garage and construction of new house, driveway and landscape works.

3.0 Tree Survey

3.1 A survey was carried out by Brunel Land Surveys Ltd. This was lodged with the planning application.
4.0 General

4.1 The primary purpose of the Method Statement is to aid the preservation of retained hedge through setting out the appropriate working practises, construction techniques and tree protection measures that are to be adopted when the proposed construction is undertaken in the proximity of the hedge.
4.2 It is proposed therefore to phase hedge protection through the construction processes as follows:


Stage 1

Pre-contract meeting

Stage 2 
Execute agreed tree removal works


Stage 3
Erection of protective temporary fencing prior to remaining ground works and construction works

Stage 4
Build house and carry out drive and landscaping works

Stage 5

Dismantle protective barriers

5.0
Tree Surgery Works

5.1
There are no individual trees located within the site that are subject to a Tree Preservation Order but the laurel hedge is to be retained.

5.2
All tree works to facilitate access and development must be agreed with the Local Planning Authority and consent obtained.

5.3
All tree works are to be carried out in accordance with the BS3998 Recommendations for tree work and current good arboricultural practice by an experienced tree contractor.

5.4
Trees identified for removal are located throughout the site and are identified on the plan attached hereto.

5.5
The laurel hedge is to be cut back to the line indicated on the plan and to a height of 3.6m then further trimmed during early spring.
5.6
It is recommended that the hedge be trimmed every spring on an ongoing basis.
